252                       TIME     RUNS     OUT
is to get away from thinking in terms of the flatness of the
map. But what a bitter distortion the map presents.
We have no opportunity to be " Atlantic-minded." We
have no opportunity to "fight in the Pacific." The flat
map breeds this tragic over-simplification a!nd the utterly
false conjectures which extend from it. The flat surface of the
map stops our mind before it starts, drops our imagination
dead in its tracks. Worse, it tells us a visual lie. For the
world is not flat, and neither are the Nazi plans. The
world spins as a globe, and the Nazi plans spin with it.
The World War II front is a battle line from Murmansk
to Singapore. The Axis holds both ends of this pole. Their
flow of the war points down and up from these ends, to-
ward the pivot in the centre. This pivot is Libya. Their
battle line is anchored in Libya. Remembering that the
Nazis are conducting a holding operation on the continent of
Europe, the lower section of the battle line, from Libya
down, is the salient of the Japs coming up from Singapore.
This salient operates as a great pincer movement pro-
tecting the German thrust through the ancient lands in the
Middle East. And it is aimed at our supply lines. It strikes
at the life-line of ships that go around the Cape of Good
Hope and into the Red Sea to reach North Africa. In doing
so it strikes at our aid to Russia and at our offset to the
vital Nazi pivot in Libya.
This onset is Egypt. The core of our whole war is in
Egypt, in respect both to supplies and to fundamental
strategy. Cairo is the United Nations5 war centre. Cairo
is our threat to the pivot of the Axis battle line. Look at
Cairo and you look at the most important spot in the world.
This is the gigantic manoeuvre of the Axis " land system "
against the United "Nations' " sea system." This is the
manoeuvre, rooted in all Nazi strategy, of accomplishing
the " interior lines of communication." This is the principle
of contiguous weight of men and material that requires
no sea transportation. The terrain is the immense
contiguous area itself: the World Island.
It flanks the oceans. It outflanks the Western Hemi-
sphere.
This is the war of time and space. This is the strategy I
found in Berlin. This is the war-flow. It is an encircling